Statewide Lead Health Education Language 
How to reduce lead in drinking water
Use a point-of-use (POU) water filter. A certified lead-reducing filter can reduce lead in drinking water. Filters are made to reduce lead, but do not guarantee that all lead will be removed from drinking water. 
A POU water filter reduces contaminants at the point water is being used, such as a faucet. Look for these certifications on the filter package: NSF/ANSI Standard 53 for lead reduction and NSF/ANSI Standard 42 for particulate reduction (Class I). It is important to follow the manufacturer’s directions. For more information on choosing a POU water filter, go to bit.ly/mi-choosepoufilter. For technical assistance with installation, call MDHHS at 1-800-648-6942.
Consider replacing older plumbing, pipes, and faucets that may add lead to water. Older faucets, fittings, and valves sold before 2014 may contain up to 8 percent lead, even if marked “lead-free.” Look for replacement faucets made in 2014 or later and make sure they are NSF 61 certified or marked to contain 0.25 percent lead or less. Check your plumbing or hire a plumber to know what parts should be replaced to reduce lead in your drinking water.
Statewide Recommendation for Michigan Households
MDHHS recommends that Michigan households use a certified lead-reducing drinking water filter if your home has or if you are uncertain if it has one of the following:
· Lead or galvanized plumbing.
· A lead service line carrying water from the street to their residence.
· Old faucets and fittings that were sold before 2014.
Use the filter until you are able to remove sources of household lead plumbing, such as:
· Replace pre-2014 faucets.
· Get a lead inspection and replace needed plumbing.
Maintain Your Drinking Water
Below are tips that everyone can use to help maintain your home’s drinking water quality.
You can keep water moving by doing everyday activities, such as:
· Running a load of laundry.
· Washing dishes
· Taking a shower.
· Flushing toilets.
Clean the aerators on faucets at least once every six months to remove trapped debris. Follow this online guide to learn more: Cleaning Your Aerators
· In Spanish: Limpiando sus aireadores
Before using the water from any faucet for drinking or cooking, run the cold water until it goes from room temperature to cold.

Things you should not do to reduce lead in drinking water
Do not use hot tap water for drinking or cooking. Lead dissolves more easily into hot water. 
Do not try to remove lead by boiling the water. Lead is not removed by boiling. Water evaporates during boiling, so the amount of lead in the water may end up higher than before boiling. 
Do not run hot water through your lead reducing filter. Use only cold water with a lead reducing filter.

